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BULMER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
28™ July 2025 commencing at 7.00pm in Bulmer Village Hall

Present: Clir Tony Wood (Chair), Clir Dario Elice, Clir Michael Cleary, Clir Sarah Mclntosh, William
Heyes (Clerk),

0 resident(s) of the village

Action

Apologies Clir Ben Fargher

Minutes of the last meeting 28th April 2025

Approved and signed by the Chairman as being a true and accurate record

Matters Arising

None

Declarations of Interest MC

Clir Cleary needs to complete a declaration of interest through North Yorkshire Council, all Clirs

need to keep theirs up to date.

Public Participation Session

Financial Update

DATE PAID BY INCOME ORGANISATION PARTICULARS OUTGOINGS
30.04.25 £2,800.00 North Yorkshire Council Precept
01.05.25 TW/WH W J Heyes NP Printing supplies £97.99
02.05.25 TW/WH W J Heyes CSW sign Clips £9.89
05.05.25 TW/WH Bulmer Village Hall Hire of Hall £25.00
31.05.25 Zurich Municipal Insurance £263.62
08.07.25 TW/WH HMRC Shipley Clerk's Wages 2025 Q2 £63.00
08.07.25 TW/WH Mr W HEYES Clerk's Wages 2025 Q2 £252.00
11.07.25 TW/WH N.T.Fargher Grass Cutting £115.20
Current Bank Balance - £4,290.44 - plus £1,000 grants for Village Sign + £480.00 for Grass WH

Cutting Total £5,770.44, Budget for the remainder of the year £1,314.80, leaving £4,455.64.

Clir Cleary brought up the topic of BPC’s policy on cash reserves. It was discussed that BPC
should always aim to have a reserve equal to the precept - £2,800. This will be considered when
discussing the points below.

Village Hall VAT Update

£2,361 VAT has been reclaimed on behalf of the VHMC so far. Parkinson Partnership LLP have

been advising BPC, via YLCA. BPC need to discuss with VHMC about amending the

constitution. The constitution should make them a subcommittee of the Parish Council where

their cash flow is reflected in the Parish Council accounts, either in the form of a ‘ringfenced’

budget within the Parish Council’s current bank account or a second bank account in the name

of BPC with signatories in both VHMC and BPC. Clir Wood will call Barclays to see what they T™W
can offer.

VAT notice 749 - to continue to reclaim VAT as expected, the new subcomittee will need to

ensure all invoices are addressed to BPC, so payments can be made from BPC funds.



32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

BPC needs to check with HMRC that we are allowed to reclaim VAT for the Village Hall or be
prepared to start a payment plan to refund the VAT owed. It is noted that the VHMC say they can
afford to and will pay for the VAT owed; this is noted as BPC could afford to fund the
Neighbourhood Plan (to be discussed below).

A letter will be drafted to VHMC this week with the Council’s intended action.

Neighbourhood Plan

Neighbourhood planning grants are no longer being given. Our planning consultant, Andrea
Long, has suggested that she needs up to £3,600 to complete the plan. A resident from the
working group, Nick Lees, has suggested that we negotiate with AL to lower her fee, to which all
Clirs agree to minimise spending public money.

A discussion was had to whether BPC are happy to spend public money on the NP. The point
made that the parish came together to vote to start a plan, but this was when external funds
were available; concerns are around whether this is the same now. It was reminded that in the
first instance NYC were actively suggesting we complete a NP as a powerful tool, and Bulmer
was encouraged to complete a plan.

A suggestion was made to ask the public for funds for completing the plan. Clir Elice will draft a
flyer to distribute throughout the village.

Parish Council Assets to sell
Two unused BPC assets have been listed for sale on eBay, on the Clerk’s personal account
which will be paid to BPC when/if they are sold - projector £350, projector screen £50.

Councillor’s responsibilities

It was discussed in meeting the roles of each ClIr to spread out the work - ClIr Fargher to take on
arranging Grass verges. ClIr Cleary to liaise with the speedwatch group and with North Yorkshire
Council on relevant matters. All Clirs will contribute to entries for the Howardian Magazine

Planning Applications

o ZE25/00677/HOUSE - Northfield Cottage - Erection of single storey pitched roof
extension - no objections

o ZE25/00678/CAT - 2 Wandale Cottage - Fell 1 No unidentifiable tree - no objections -
There was confusion about who on the Council replied to this planning application, the Clerk did
not respond as the application was his own. CliIr Cleary will check who submitted the comments
online.

Village Noticeboard and Telephone

The Clerk will get a quote for a new sheet for marine ply, to replace the Village notice board
which has blown. A £75 budget has been set aside for it, Clir Elice has offered to collect it from
the timber merchant if needed.

A £75 budget has been put aside for refurbishing the Telephone box - Clir McIntosh will look to
arrange this

Clir Cleary suggested a Parish walk around to see what repairs or maintenance needs to be
done. The Councillors will walk through the village to look at repair matters after the meeting has
concluded.

Defibrillator and VETS telephone service
The Defibrillator is all up to date

The clerk will ask which VETS members are receiving the test calls, notify Community Heartbeat
Trust that we are conducting a test call, and then notify the village that it's working/not working.

Community Speed Watch / Village Traffic
The CSW group were joined by a Police speed van on one occasion which helped increase the
presence of the speed watch group as well as making some suggestions on how to reduce the
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speed of vehicles in the village. Some residents want to start a project fund to get a speed matrix
sign. They also propose having SLOW signs painted on the road, which has been attempted in
the past. ClIr Cleary will contact Clir Goodrick and ask what can be done next as NYC used to MC

offer funding for these projects.
WH

The Clerk will respond to CSW to tell them that Clirs will be taking it forward.

Missing village sign
The reclaim for the village sign has started as agreed by HHNL and NYC, the Clerk will follow WH
up.

Tree Maintenance
Residents have been in touch to report the tree outside Saltwick seems to be unhealthy, Clirs
will look at it on the way back from the meeting and discuss action.

Dark Skies Friendly Community

BPC has accepted a Dark Skies Friendly badge at a joint event with other villages; it needs to be
decided where it can be displayed.

AOB

Dog fouling has increased on Wandales Lane. Clir Cleary and Clerk will laminate some signs to MC/WH

put them up to discourage dog fouling.

HHNL has proposed to open the Village Hall toilets to the public; they would pay for the upgraded
lock so that the hall can be secured at all times. The VHMC would not accept it as they,
understandably, don't want the responsibility to clean, also the newly installed drymaster will not
dry the building properly if the door to the hall is closed permanently. BPC agreed to support the
VHMC'’s decision to reject this proposal. The Clerk will update the VHMC on the decision.

Future Meetings
Nov 3rd

Meeting end 20 40 PM

Signed Chair Bulmer Parish Council



